
 

 

ST. ALPHONSUS CHURCH 
2111 Market Street, Wheeling, WV 26003-3827 

September 29,  2013             26th Sunday in Ordinary Time           

Pastoral Staff 
 

Rev. Frank A. O’Kruta (fokruta@gmail.com) Pastor 
Rev. Mr. George Smoulder, Permanent Deacon 
Joyce Fiorilli, Parish Secretary 
Kenny Wilson, Maintenance 
Sister Anna Marie Cole, CSJ, PSR Coordinator 
Susie Foose, President/Christian Mothers 
David Alfred/Caroline Lakomy, Church Organists 

Parish Phone: 304-232-4353 
Parish Fax: 304-232-1993 

 
Parish E-Mail Address/Web: 

saintalphonsuswheeling@gmail.com 
www:stalswheeling.org 

 
 
MASS SCHEDULE 
Mon Tues Thurs Fri  7:00 AM 
Wed Communion Service  7:00 AM 
Saturday Vigil Mass  5:30 PM 
Sunday Masses  7:00 AM, 10:30 AM 
 
MONTHLY MASSES 
Mass Association  
(1st Friday of month)  7:00 AM 
Polish Mass  
(3rd Sunday of month)  9:00 AM 
 

 
NOVENAS 
Miraculous Medal - Tuesday after  
7:00 AM Mass 
 
Novena to St. Jude - Fridays after  
7:00 AM Mass 
 
Divine Mercy Chaplet—1st Friday at 
5:30 PM 

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION 
Saturday 4:30—5:00 PM or by 
appointment 
 
SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE 
Contact office 6 months before 
desired date. 
 
SACRAMENT OF BAPTISM 
Please call the office for appointment. 
 
PARISH OFFICE HOURS 

Monday, Tuesday,  
Wednesday, Thursday 

9:00 am to Noon; 1:00 to 3:00 PM 
Friday 

9:00 am to Noon 



“ All that you have done for us, O Lord, you have 
done with true judgment, for we have sinned against 
you and not obeyed your commandments.  Deal with 

us according to your mercy. ”  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

GREAT NEWS!!!!!!    PARISH CRUISE—2014 
 

We are planning a Parish Cruise to BERMUDA  
on Royal Caribbean’s GRANDEUR OF THE SEAS 

June 6 to 13, 2014 
 

We will travel by bus from Wheeling to the dock in 
Baltimore, Maryland and enjoy a day at sea; then THREE 
days in Kings, Wharf, Bermuda followed by 2 days at sea 

before returning to Baltimore for the ride home.  Trip 
includes motor coach to and from Baltimore, 7 night 

cruise aboard Grandeur of the Seas  
$25.00 on board credit per cabin 
$1,350 pp inside cabin (double) 

$1,460 pp outside cabin (double) 
$1,960 pp Balcony cabin (double) 
Deposit of $250.00 due at booking  

Book through: Uniglobe Travel, Wheeling 
304-232-5171 or 800-825-7314 

CRUISE INFO NITE –Wed. Oct 9, 2013 @ 6:00pm 
In the church basement. 

 
SEEK VIRTUE 

 
 In today’s first reading, Amos condemns a  

self-absorbed people and their morally corrupt behavior 
and attitudes, which he warns will bring devastation. In 
the Gospel, the wealthy man is not given a name; he is 

simply the epitome of greed and irresponsibility. His lack 
of caring has created a gulf between him and the beggar 
Lazarus that not even Abraham can bridge. In his letter to 

Timothy, a young bishop in the small Resurrection 
community of Ephesus, Paul exhorts this leader to seek 
virtues such as integrity, faith, and steadfastness with 

great gentleness. Paul also asks Timothy to keep in mind 
the future life with God who “dwells in unapproachable 

light.” This is the blessedness of all those who, like 
Lazarus, were once poor but who are now rich. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRAYING FOR THE CULTURE OF LIFE 

 
As you know, the first Sunday of October has been 

observed in our parishes as “Respect Life Sunday.” This 
is an important opportunity to affirm the Culture of Life in 
the face of cultural influences that promote a Culture of 

Death. The tragedy of abortion leaps out as the first 
example of the Culture of Death, but there are anti-life 

and dignity tendencies in our culture affecting the entire 
lifespan of Americans.  

 
 

AN ECUMENICAL EFFORT IN OUR STATE IN 2013 
 

This year in West Virginia, many Protestant churches 
have chosen October 6 as “Illuminate Sunday,” a Sunday 

devoted to remembrance of lives lost to abortion and  
of all those affected by abortion. Thursday, October 6, 
2013, will be a time of special prayer for the Gospel of 

Life for many West Virginians. Let us join our fellow 
citizens in this holy endeavor.  

 
 

    Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    September 29, 2013 

    [K]eep the commandment without stain or reproach 
until the appearance of our Lord Jesus Christ.     

— 1 Timothy 6:14 

PARISH NEWS 

 

In gratitude for their gifts received from God,  
parishioners and visitors made this joyful return to the Lord 

to help continue His work at St. Alphonsus Parish:  
 

Collections $3,450.00 
Candles $197.30 

Diocesan Scholarships $394.50 
 
 

Thank you  for your  generosity! 

PARISH FOOD COLLECTION 
 

18th Street Catholic Charities 
SCHOOL LUNCHBOX NEEDS 
Pudding snacks, J-ello snack packs, 

Peanut butter & jelly, any snack pack items, 
 applesauce packs, juice boxes, and  snack 

crackers.  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Mon: Zec 8:1-8; Ps 102:16-21, 29, 22-23;  
 Lk 9:46-50 
Tue: Zec 8:20-23; Ps 87:1b-7; Lk 9:51-56 
Wed: Neh 2:1-8; Ps 91:1-6, 10-11; Mt 18:1-5, 10 
Thur: Neh 8:1-4a, 5-6, 7b-12; Ps 19:8-11;  
 Lk 10:1-12 
Fri: Bar 1:15-22; Ps 79:1b-5, 8-9; Lk 10:13-16 
Sat: Bar 4:5-12, 27-29; Ps 69:33-37; Lk 10:17-24 
Sun: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;  
 2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10 

The community of St. Alphonsus Parish offers its sympathy 
and prayers for the repose of the soul of:  

ANNA MARIE REID 
   May her soul and all the souls of the faithfully departed 

 rest in peace. 



COMMUNITY EVENTS    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SERVING THE NEEDS OF GRIEVING PARENTS 

ON THEIR SPIRITUAL JOURNEYS 
 

WEEKEND RETREAT 
For the Diocese of Wheeling-Charleston 

 
Friday, October 4, 2013—Sunday, October 6, 2013 

Blessed John XXIII Pastoral Center, 100 Hodges Road, 
Charleston, WV 25314  

Call: for information and costs (800) 919-9332 
 
 

BISHOP DONAHUE HIGH SCHOOL 
 

Casino Night, Saturday, October 5 
Great fun, food and prizes 
Call Linda 304-242-3721 or 

Mary Sue 304-845-9864 
 

Basket Bingo—Sunday, October 13 
Father Raymond Jablinske Gym 

For tickets call 304-233-3850 
 
 
 
 

 
 6TH ANNUAL CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT 

 
The St. John’s Home for Children is hosting its 6TH  
ANNUAL CORNHOLE TOURNAMENT Saturday,  

October 5, 2013 at Wheeling Jesuit University’s Donahue 
Hall field (middle of campus).  The event starts at 9 a.m. 
rain or shine.  The round robin doubles tournament costs 
$30 per team or $20 per team for high school and college 
students showing ID.  Cash prizes will be awarded based 
on number of teams and refreshments will be served. For 

more information and registration forms go to 
www.stjohnshomeforchildren.org, call 304-242-5633, or 
email Terry McCormick at stjterry@stratuswave.net.  All 

proceeds will benefit the 157-year old St. John’s Home for 
Children, a non-profit residential facility in Wheeling that 
ministers to abused and neglected boys ages 8 to 14. 

 
 
 

FIRST FRIDAY MASS AT MT CALVARY CEMETERY 
 

All are welcome to attend the monthly First Friday Mass 
celebrated at the Bishops’ Chapel located in Mt. Calvary 

Cemetery, Wheeling.  The First Friday Mass for the month 
of October will be celebrated at 5:30pm on  

October 4, 2013.  Please invite family and friends to join us 
for the holy sacrifice of the Mass and to remember our  

beloved dead who are buried within the cemetery. 
 
 
 

CONGREGATION OF ST. JOSEPH 
 

Saturday, October 26, 2013—3:00 p.m. 
Being and Aliveness in the Present  

with Bonnie Thurston 
 

Paying attention to the present moment is a basic religious 
practice.  Modern Christian teachers remind us that  

awareness in the present enhances our aliveness.  Come 
discover and gently practice a “mindfulness” that allows 

regret about the past and anxiety about the future to fade in 
the peace of the present.  The cost of this day is $20  

and includes lunch.   
 

We hope you will be able to join us.   
Please register by calling 304-232-8160, Ext. 145. 

 
 
 
PRAYING TO THE ANGELS 
 We pray to the angels, for they are given to us as 
guardians.  —St. Ambrose 

TREASURES FROM OUR TRADITION 
 

Over the past century, a desire to recover a deep 
sense of unity among all believers in Christ has 
grown. The “ecumenical movement” (from the 
Greek word meaning the “the whole inhabited 

world”) began among Protestant Christians, but was 
given great energy in 1920 with a letter from the 
Orthodox Patriarch of Constantinople, calling for 

closer dialogue and cooperation among Christians. 
In 1960, Pope John XXIII invited Protestant and 

Orthodox observers to the Second Vatican Council. 
In 1964, the Council’s Decree on Ecumenism 

named these Christians “separated brethren,” a 
huge leap forward from the time of labeling them as 
“outside the Church.” A year later, a new pope, Paul 
VI, and the Orthodox Patriarch officially nullified the 
condemnations that walled off East from West for 

nine hundred years. 
The pace and optimism of the 1960s has sadly 

waned, and the signs of progress toward unity are 
few; yet there are wider agreements on sharing 

Communion among various Christian  
denominations, and among Protestants agreements 
regarding sharing of ecclesiastical life and ministry. 

Among the success stories of the ecumenical  
movement are greater cooperation among Christian 

clergy, a similar Lectionary for Protestants and 
Catholics, and even experiments in the monastic life  

              and common worship.      



Dear Friends:  
 
Recently, Pope Francis issued his first encyclical entitled, “Lumen Fidei” (The Light of Faith).  
At the basis of this encyclical is the Scripture passage; “I have come as light into the world, that 
whoever believes in me may not remain in darkness.” Jn 12:46.  One of the most powerful 
images in John’s gospel is when Christ reveals himself to be the true light which dispels all 
darkness.  In this encyclical, Pope Francis challenges us, as modern day disciples of the Lord to 
carry this light of faith to the ends of the earth. 
 
He begins by explaining, “there is an urgent need to see once more that faith is a light, for once 
the flame of faith dies out, all other lights begin to dim.  The light of faith is unique, since it is 
capable of illuminating every aspect of human existence.  A light this powerful can not come 
from ourselves but from a more primordial source.” 
 
The encyclical itself is divided into four major parts that explain how the light of faith can be seen in the world today and 
how it effects our life in Christ. 
 
FAITH AS A FIRM FOUNDATION 
 
Faith is often described as a journey that we take throughout our lives.  This encyclical reminds us that our faith is our 
foundation as it grounds us in an often difficult and chaotic world.  Through faith we learn both the history of the past 
which is the story of salvation and the future that God has promised us.  The light of faith shines brightly on our present 
experience… our hopes and fears…. our joys and sufferings that form our daily lives.  Faith awakens us to the 
relationship that each of us has with our God.  It is the source and summit of all things and brings us to a deeper meaning 
in our own lives. 
 
Knowledge is vital to the growth of faith.  “Faith without truth does not save.”  Yet, in today’s world we have a strong 
tendency to separate truth from faith.  Truth, we imagine is found in the realm of science and that which can be proven 
while faith is seen as subjectively different for each person.  But, without truth, our faith would simply be a beautiful story 
rather than the source of reality, life and love. 
 
FAITH AS THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
 
The story of salvation is the story of God’s fidelity to his people and this fidelity is strong and lasting.  We have faith in God 
because he has shown himself to be faithful to us.  Jesus Christ is the ultimate manifestation of God’s love and in Christ 
suffering on the cross his love for each of us is made manifest.  In his resurrection Christ has shown us that his love can 
illuminate and over come even the gloom and power of death in the world. 
 
A real encounter with Christ changes us.  “Those who believe are transformed by the love to which they have opened 
their hearts in faith” .  It is then that we begin to see the deeper meaning of life and God’s tremendous love for the world.  
It is through our encounter with Christ that we begin to see others with the eyes of God. 
 
THE COMMUNION OF FAITH 
 
To be human is to be in a relationship.  We are not solitary creatures creating our identities as individuals apart from 
communities.  “Faith is not a private matter, a completely individualistic notion or personal option.”  By its very nature faith 
opens us up to the life of the Church and our place within it.  “It is impossible to believe on our own.”  Communion is vital 
because faith is handed down in the living memory of Tradition.  Faith communicated through the Church is more then an 
idea.  It is a living faith born of our encounter with the true God.  The living faith comes through the Sacraments, and has 
been handed down through the Creed, the Ten Commandments add the Our Father.  Though we are unified by faith it 
does not come at he expense of our personal relationship with God.   
 
 FAITH HELPS US BUILD SOCIETIES 
 
Faith trusts in God’s merciful love and calls us to humility and courage.  Faith brings a new firmness to life because it is 
linked to love.  “The light of faith is concretely rooted in the service of justice, law and peace.”  Strengthened by faith we 
can build families built of divine love because we perceive a place bigger than our own ideas and undertakings.  Without 
the trustworthy love of God, human unity would be based only on unity; “not on the goodness of living together, not on the 
joy which the mere presence of others can give.”  Our faith helps us build societies of hope and provides meaning on the 
face of human suffering. 
 
Peace,  Fr. Frank                      

FROM THE  PASTOR’S DESK 



 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sunday, September 29 
7:00 a.m.  Ellen & Margaret Rocks 
10:30 a.m.  June Noll 
 
Monday, September 30     
7:00 a.m.  Clara Schroeder Viars   
  
Tuesday, October 1   
7:00 a.m.  Anna Graul  
 
Wednesday, October 2 
7:00 a.m.  Communion Service 
 
Thursday, October 3  
7:00 a.m.  Mr. & Mrs. Jack Comer   
 
Friday, October 4 
7:00 a.m.  St. Alphonsus Mass Association  
 
Saturday, October 5  
5:30 p.m.  Saad Family   
 
Sunday,  October 6 
7:00 a.m.  People of the Parish   
10:30 a.m.   Bernice Syrylo  
 

Weekend Ministry Schedule (Oct 5-6) 
 
Saturday, October 5 
5:30 p.m. 
Reader:    P. Allietta  
Eucharistic Ministers:  D. Trabert 
   H. Christman 
   Sr. J. Vidonic  
Server:    J. Bischof 
 
Sunday, October 6 
7:00 a.m. 
Reader:    P. Holt  
Eucharistic Minister: 
Server:    C. Saad 
 
 
Sunday, October 6 
10:30 a.m. 
Reader:   D. Evans  
Eucharistic Ministers:   B. Henry 
   J. Sengewalt 
   D. Lemery 
Server:    K. McGonigal 

HOMEBOUND AND CONTINUOUS CARE 
 

Helen Bernas, Mary Bohlman,  
Elizabeth Bissett, Norma Campbell,  

Stella Czyzewski, Harold Ehni,  
Mark Fedorke, Selma Hughes,  

David Jasko, Theresa Lally,  
Phyllis Oberle, Mary Raske,  

Blanche Richard, Mary Rushkevich, Elizabeth Rycerz,  
Mary Stefanow, Dorothy Thalman, Betty Weckerley. 

 
If admitted into a local hospital, please notify the  
Parish Office at 304-232-4353 if you or a family  

member is hospitalized.  Because of HIPPA regulations,  
we can not be told that you are in the hospital.   

 
 

 
 
 

Rosemarie Bursee, Eric Langen, Karleigh Ryan,  
Mary Schlosser, Greg Swords,  

Dustin Ronevich,  Mr. & Mrs. Leonard Rycerz,  
Debbie Respole, Harry Zelkowski 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please continue to pray for our military men and  
women who serve us as well as their families: 

 
Lcpl. Bandon Collins USMC 

1st Lt. Mel S. Falck 
Sgt. L. Joey Henry USMC 

PFC Jeremy Labuda 
Staff Sgt. Leonard E. Lapinsky 

Sr. Airmen Jordan Lucey 
Gunnery Sgt. Brian M. Pelsh USMC 

Corp. Thomas McCarthy USMC 



910072 
 
ST. ALPHONSUS PARISH 
2111 Market Street 
Wheeling, WV 26003 
 
304-232-4353 
 
ATTN: FR. O’KRUTA OR JOYCE FIORILLI 
 
MESSAGES: 
 
Please reduce our weekly production printing of bulletins by 
fifty (50).  Thank you.   


