
Saint Alphonsus Parish
Email: office@stalswheeling.org

Phone: 304-232-4353
Website: stalswheeling.org

“All those who will ever pray here in any trial 
whatsoever will be consoled.”

May 18, 2025
The Fifth Sunday of Easter



Upcoming Events:

Mass 
Schedule 
Sunday: 9:00 a.m.
Tuesday: 8:00 a.m.
Wednesday: 6:00 p.m.
Thursday: 8:00 a.m. 
Friday: 8:00 a.m. 
Saturday: 5:30 p.m.

Confession 
Schedule 
Saturday: 4:30-5:00 p.m.
Sunday: 8:30-8:50 p.m. 

Pastor: 
Rev. Pen 
pmanikyalarao@dwc.org

Parochial Vicar: 
Rev. John Soplinski 
jsoplinski@dwc.org

Cover Photo Information
The image on the front 
cover is the Lunette of the 
West wall of the Niccoline 
Chapel painted by Fra 
Angelico, This painting 
depicts Saint Peter 
ordaining Saint Stephen as 
deacon on the left side and 
Saint Stephen distributing 
alms on the right hand side.  

Address:
2111 Market Street
Wheeling WV, 26003

Phone:
304-232-4353

Email:
office@stalswheeling.org

Website:
www.stalswheeling.org

May 18- Altar server training for new and current servers will be held after 
the 9:00 a.m. Mass. 

May 20 - Christian Mothers Confraternity/ Saint Gianna Pro-Life baby 
shower at 6:00 p.m. Donations of baby items are welcome!

May 24- Training for readers and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 
Communion will be held at 9:45 a.m.

May 25- Saint Alphonsus Parish Community Breakfast will be held after the 
9:00 a.m. Mass! All are welcome! 

May 26- Memorial Day Mass at Bishop’s Chapel at Mount Calvalry Cemetery 
10:00 a.m.

May 27-There will be a group Virtus Training held at Saint Alphonsus at 10:00 
a.m. You can pre-register through the parish office!

May 30- No 8:00 a.m. Mass. There will be an Annointing of the Sick Mass at 
6:00 p.m. instead.

June 3- Saint Gianna Pro-Life Club meeting at 6:00 p.m. 

June 4- Saint Monica Meeting at 7:00 p.m.

Announcements:
Congradulations to Father John for his new appointment as Vocations Director! 

- June 3-6 there will be no Mass at Saint Alphonsus due to a priest retreat. 

- New Mass times begin on June 7th. St. Alphonsus will have Mass on 
Saturdays at 4:30 p.m. 

- The window project phase one will begin this Spring! Thank you to all of our 
donors! Please know that the window project is a large project in need of lots of 
prayers and financial support.

- If you’re interested in altar serving, becoming a reader, or an EMC, please 
contact Fr. Pen, Tom Mathes, or the Parish Office

To report an incidence of suspected child sexual abuse, please contact your local law en-
forcement agency, or you may confidencially contact WV Child Protective Services at 888-
352-6513. To report suspected cases of sexual abuse by personnel of the Diocese of Wheel-
ing-Charleston to the Diocese, please contact the diocese at 304-233-0880

Office of Safe Environment



This is an excerpt from the homily Saint Alphonsus delivered for the fifth Sunday 
after Easter. 

“Ask, and ye shall receive.” JOHN xvi. 24.

	 In the thirty-ninth Sermon I shall show the strict necessity of prayer, and 
its infallible efficacy to obtain for us all the graces which can be conducive to our 
eternal salvation. ”Prayer,” says St. Cyprian, ”is omnipotent; it is one; it can do all 
things.” We read in Ecclesiasticus that God has never refused to hear any one who 
invoked his aid. ”Who hath called upon him, and he hath despised him?” (Eccl. 
ii. 12.) This he never can do; for he has promised to hear all who pray to him. 
”Ask, and ye shall receive.” But this promise extends only to prayer which has the 
necessary conditions. Many pray; but because they pray negligently, they do not 
obtain the graces they deserve. ”You ask, and receive not, because you ask amiss.” 
(St. James iv. 3.) To pray as we ought, we must pray, first, with humility; secondly, 
with confidence; and thirdly, with perseverance.

	 St. James tells us, that God rejects the prayers of the proud: “God resisteth 
the proud, and giveth grace to the humble” (iv. 6). He cannot bear the proud; he 
rejects their petitions, and refuses to hear them. Let those proud Christians who 
trust in their own strength, and think themselves better than others, attend to 
this, and let them remember that their prayers shall be rejected by the Lord.

	 But He always hears the prayers of the humble: “The prayer of him that 
humbleth himself pierceth the clouds; and he will not depart till the Most High 
behold.” (Eccl. xxxv. 21.) David says, that “The Lord hath had regard to the prayer 
of the humble.” (Ps. ci. 18.) The cry of the humble man penetrates the heavens, 
and he will not depart till God hears his prayer. “You humble yourself,” says St. 
Augustine, ”and God comes to you; you exalt yourself, and he flies from you.” If 
you humble yourself, God himself comes, of his own accord, to embrace you; but, 
if you exalt yourself, and boast of your wisdom and of your actions, he withdraws 
from you, and abandons you to your own nothingness.

	 The Lord cannot despise even the most obdurate sinners, when they 
repent from their hearts, and humble themselves before him, acknowledging that 
they are unworthy to receive any favour from him. ”A contrite and humble heart, 
God, thou wilt not despise.” (Ps. l, 19.) Let us pass to the other points, in which 
there is a great deal to be said.

Saint Alphonsus Liguori Pope Leo XIV
Pope Leo XIV was elected 
Pope on May 8th, 2025. He 
is the 267th successor to St. 
Peter. Pope Leo XIV is the first 
Pope from The United States 
to be elected  and one of only 
two Popes from the Americas. 

Pope Leo XIV was born 
Robert Francis Prevost on 
September 14, 1955 in 
Chicago Illinois. He grew up 
in a Catholic family who was 
very active in their parish. 

Robert Prevost went to
 Villanova for a degree in 
Mathematics. After college, 
he enered ino he Augustinian 
Order of priests. He was 
ordained in 1982. He 
later went back to school and 
earned his Docrotate in 
Canon Law at the Pontifical 
University of St. Thomas Aui-
nas in Rome.  

In 1985 Father Prevost began 
his missionary work in Peru. 
He served as a seminary 
professor and a pastoral leader 
in Trujillo. 

In 2014, Pope Francis 
appointed him as Apostolic 
Administrator of he Diocese 
of Chiclayo in Peru. He was 
later made Bishop. In 2023 
he was appointed Prefect of 
the Dicastery for Bishops and 
made a cardinal. This played a 
pivotal role in electing him as 
Pope. 



What do we believe about Mary?

As Catholics, there are four Marian Dogmas we believe. The first Marian 
Dogma is that we believe in Mary’s Divine Motherhood. Mary is the Mother 
of God, thereby making her moherhood divine in nature. Secondly, we believe 
in Mary’s perpetual virginity. This means that we believe that Mary remained a 
virgin after the birth of Jesus. We also believe in the Immaculate Conception of 
Mary. Most people think that the immaculate conception was the conception 
of Jesus Christ. This is false. The Immacualte Conception reffers to the fact that 
Mary was concieved and kept free, completely, from origional sin. The fourth and 
final Marian Dogma is the Assumption of Mary into heaven. This Dogma was 
proclaimed by Pope Pius XII in 1950. There are still questions surrouding the 
details of this Marian Dogma. For example, did Mary have separation of body 
and soul before her assumption? Did she die? These are all questions which have 
yet to be answered.

Sunday Trivia:Interested in 
becoming 
Catholic?  

If you are interested in 
becoming Catholic, please 
reach out to Deacon Jacob 
Manning about joining the 
O.C.I.A. program (Order 
of Christian Initiation of 
Adults). 

If you know someone who 
is interested in becoming 
Catholic, inviting them 
to church is a great way 
to plant a seed. We also 
encourage you to invite 
your brothers and sisters in 
Christ who have fallen away 
from the church to come 
back home. 

“To become Catholic is to 
become a student of 
history.”

For more information 
please contact: 

Deacon Jacob Manning 
jmanning@dwc.org

You can also contact the 
parish office via phone or 

email

304-232-4353
office@stalswheeling.org

- We have reached 50% of our Catholic Sharing Appeal goal! Thank you to all 
who have donated. 

- Thank you to all of the fish fry volunteers who have made the event such a 
sucess. With your help we earned over $18,000 for the parish! 

Thank You!

Saint Alphonsus Maintenance Fund: 
Saint Alphonsus is Wheeling’s most historic catholic church. Our beautiful 
church is home to over 360 relics, and a hub for religious and cultural history 
in the Wheeling area. To help preserve and maintain the historical nature of he 
church consider donating to one of our important restoration projects. 

Saint Alphonsus Window Project: All proceeds go towards protecting and 
preserving our stained glass windows

Cleaning of historical tile in the church: Cleaning the tile in the church with-
out causing damage requires special care. Donating to this will ensure that the 
tile is apporpriatly cleaned and preserved. 

*Donations to the Saint Alphonsus Maintenance and Preservation fund will go to one of 
these two projects!*



Opportunities to Serve:
Please
Pray For...
Janet Platt at Good 
Shepherd

Ginny Wiethe at Peterson

Leah Reinhardt at 
Morgantown 

and those in their homes: 

L. Griffin, B. Blazer, M.K. 
Heller, N. Klamut, J. 
Gavarkavich, H. Henry, 
Donald Henning, 
Roberta Henning, 
Roxanne Geleski, 
Dorothy Jagaczweski, 
Charlotte Jacovetty, 
Robert Pavilky 

May They Rest In 
Peace...
Keep the Souls of Sandra 
Kay Sayre, and 
Margaret B. Morgan 
in your prayers as they 
have recently passed 
away. Condolences to 
their Family and Friends. 

Memorial Flowers

Financial Report
May 11th, 2025

Envelopes: 1.766 
Loose: 1,516
Votive Candles: 117
St. Alphonsus M&P: 422
5:30 p.m. Mass - 70
9:00 a.m. Mass - 102

This weeks flowers are donated by Magiske & Cromling Families for the 
intention of: 

The Parishioners of Saint Alphonsus Parish

On the altar in front of us, fresh flowers represent the glories of Paradise, our 
true home. Like the burning of candles, and the offering of bread and wine, live 
flowers are a sacrifice from the faithful in thanksgiving for the ultimate 
Living Sacrifice of the Mass- Jesus Christ. If you would like to honor loved ones 
(living or deceased) by making an offering for the sanctuary flowers, please 
contact the parish office for available weekends. For an acknowledgement per 
one flower arrangement in the bulletin the parish asks $30. We intend to adorn 
the high altar all weekends except for those in Lent.

If you are interested in becoming a reader, altar server or Extraordinary 
Minister of Holy Communion, please speak to Tom Mathes, Fr. Pen or 
contact the parish office. All those wishing to help must be a practicing 
Catholic in good standing.

Altar Server Training
for new and current servers, a training session will be held May 18th at 
10:00 a.m.

Reader Training
for new and current readers training will be held on Saturday, May 24th at 
9:45 a.m.

EMC
For new and current ministers, training will be held on Saturday, May, 24th 
at 9:45 a.m. 

*Those 18 and older must submit to a backround check and complete the 
Virtus Safe Environment Training*

We welcome all Catholics in a state of grace to fully participate in the celebration of the 
Eucharist. If you are Catholic and are not in a state of grace, we ask that you make a sacra-
mental confession before recieving the Body and Blood of Jesus Christ. To our brothers and 
sisters in Christ who are not Catholic we ask that you refrain from recieving the Eucharist. 
While we cannot admit those who are not Catholic to Holy Communion, we do ask them to 
offer their prayers for the peace and unity of the human family. 

Guidelines for Reception of Communion: 



 

 

________________________________________________________________ 

St. Michael Parish 

Young Adult Group* Invites You to Join in Their Summer Kick-Off Event! 

The Spirit Spikers vs The Venerable Volleys 

Team captain for the Spirit Spikers (you, the Young Adults): 
Emma “The Rage“ Romanek 

 
Team captain for our local clergy, The Venerable Volleys: 

Fr. Carlos “The Cannon” Melocoton 
 

Thursday, May 29, 2025 
5:30pm 

Angelus Center 
Volleyball and BBQ   

All the food and fun are FREE!** 
 

Please invite a friend or two! 

**BBQ for the Young Adult Group & Volleyball Teams 

*The Young Adult Group is open to anyone between the ages of 20ish-35 who wish to build Christian Community 
while having fun! 

The summer lineup includes: 
June – Music & Pizza in the Park (Oglebay or Wheeling) 

July – Game night and dinner at the Angelus Center 
August – Pickleball Event at local court 

 
For more information on the Young Adult Group or to RSVP, please contact Emma Romanek @ 304-905-4229 





Saturday, May 17 at 5:30 p.m.		 -	  Mass for People of the Parish

Sunday, May 18 at 9:00 a.m.		  -	  Mass for Nicholas & Nimnoom Ghaphery

Tuesday, May 20 at 8:00 a.m.		  -	 Mass for Virginia Cosentino +

Wednesday, May 21 at 6:00 p.m.	 -	 Mass for Evelyn Ghaphery + (Family)

Thursday, May 22 at 8:00 a.m. 	 -	 Mass for Kenneth A. Hart (Barb Hart)

Friday, May 23 at 8:00 a.m.		  -	 Mass for Sister Anna Marie Cole + (Parish)

Saturday, May 24 at 5:30 p.m.		 -	  Mass for People of the Parish  

Sunday, May 25 at 9:00 a.m.		  -	  Mass for Bill and Phyllis Anniversary (The Holts)

Mass Intentions:

Please note that dates for masses in our 2025 Mass Intention Book are availible with a suggested $10 stipend. 

Minister Schedule:
Saturday, May 24, 2025
Reader: 
Jeanne V. 

Sunday, May 25, 2025 
Reader: 
Phyllis H.

Prayer to Our Lady of Czestochowa

O Mother of God, Immaculate Mary, to thee do I dedicate my body and soul, all my prayers and 
deeds, my joys and sufferings, all that I am and all that I have. With a joyful heart I surrender myself 
to thy love. To thee will I devote my services of my own free will for the salvation of mankind and for 
the help of the Holy Church whose Mother thou art. 

From now on my only desire is to do all things with thee, through thee, and for thee. I know I can 
accomplish nothing by own strength, whereas thou can do everything that is the will of thy Son, Our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Thou are always victorious. Grant, therefore, O helper of the Faithful, that my 
family, my parish, and my country might become in truth the Kingdom where thou reignest in the 
glorious presence God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit, forever and ever. 

Amen

EMHC: 
Lynn D. 
Mary Ellen P. 
Judy B. 

EMHC:
Paul R. 
Tom M. 
Mark B. 

Prayer of the Week :


